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EDITORIAL PAGES.

The present day place of prayer in the healing of disease is to the

fore in the present and the last issue of “ The Korea Mission Field."

All Evangelical Christians believe that Christ Jesus “ went about doing

good, healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the

people.” They also believe that when our Lord sent forth His disciples

to preach he at the same time commissioned them to “ heal the sick,

cleanse the lepers and to cast out devils ”
;—and they further believe

that the twelve disciples actually fulfilled the entire commission
;
for they

returned to the Master in grateful exultation exclaiming, “ Master even

the devils are subject to us,”—It is also believed that in those early days
and years, other than the Apostles performed these mighty works.

Finally it is plainly written in the Gospel record, “ If ye shall ask

anything in my name I will do it ”
;
while the Apostle James explicitly

avers, “ Is any sick among you let him call for the elders of the

church
,
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the

name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith shall heal the sick and the

Lord shall raise him up and if he have committed sins they shall be

forgiven him.” Impliedly the latter achievement, the forgiveness of

sins, is the more difficult of the two. We, of this day, claim to do the

latter, which cannot so easily be demonstrated, but make no claim to do
the former. In this we are unlike the Master who when he said to a
paralytic “ thy sins are forgiven thee,” and the people demurred say-

ing, “ who is this that forgiveth sins? ” replied, “ that ye may know that

the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins ” He said to the sick

of the palsy, “ rise take up thy bed and walk,” and the sufferer arose,

took up that whereon he lay and departed to his house. We have ceased,

or nearly all of us have, in doing this, but excuse ourselves by declaring
“ the age of miracles is passed.”

It is pertinent to ask, when did miracles cease and for what reason ?

because “ the curse causeless doth not come.” If anyone declares that

it is no curse to have miracles of healing cease, then we dare say that

such an affirmer is not a hopeless leper : we would not in the least belittle

the achievements of modern medicine but we are well aware that the most
eminent physicians* stand helplessly impotent in the presence of certain

sufferers and turn from them to assist in erecting hospitals for incurables.

Since multitudes have no access to skilled physicians and many who have
access have spent their all upon them and are nothing bettered but rather

For lack of space in the January Number we carry over to this issue several medical
articles. Ed.
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grow worse, why is there not room in the earth to-day for divine healing ?

Besides, some are so constituted that palpable divine healing would
greatly stimulate their faith. Has not divine healing become so largely

historic because the prayer of faith, which is its condition, has so nearly
lapsed. Surely the Master’s promise “ these signs shall follow ” has
never been abrogated.

The Gospel seems to make provision for the ills of the body as well

as for those of the soul. Isaiah LI 1

1

: 4 is translated by the Apostle
Matthew (chap. VIII : 1 7)

“ Himself took our infirmities and bare our
sicknesses.” How can we, if we are open minded Christians, escape the

conclusion that healing of the body is a part of the divine order and that

if we cannot deliver the goods it is because the condition imposed “ the

prayer of faith ” is not forthcoming. A Pope of Rome when once
exhibiting to a friend the treasures of the Vatican remarked “ I can
scarcely say with Peter 4 silver and gold have I none.’ ” The friend

responded, “ Neither can you say with Peter to a lame man ‘ rise up
and walk.’ ” Nevertheless, most Christians commit themselves to belief

in divine healing in that when in desperate physical straits they appeal to

the Almighty for succor. When to this we add the fact that, to-day,

a few claim to exercise this gift, we may thank God and take courage.

I know a man who once was afflicted with a gangrened foot so

desperately bad that eminent specialists in that disease in London and in

New York declared that he must die within a month who, by, faith,

committed his foot and himself to God and was heard, his foot, within

six weeks, becorhing as perfect as a baby’s foot. Through this experi-

ence the man affirms that he came to exercise “ the gift of healing ” in

the recovery of thousands of others. Another man, an accredited

physician, was thrust clear through the chest, a lung being pierced, by
the thill of a carriage drawn by a terrified runaway horse which came up

behind his own vehicle. This wound refused to heal so that the sufferer,

for years, carried about a running wound. All else having failed the

doctor applied to the Great Physician and was speedily and fully healed,

since which time he, too, seems to have exercised the gift of healing for

afflicted men. I have heard scores of people testify to having been

healed through this man’s prayer for their recovery. Yet again, I have a

friend whose father was bedridden for years who, having read a tract to

the effect that the late Dr. A. J. Gordon, of Boston, with a few friends,

was accustomed on request to undertake, through prayer, healing for

others, communicated with Dr. Gordon. A day and an hour were fixed

upon for prayer in behalf of this man. He himself also observed the

hour as did the members of his household. A short time after the hour

set, the man unaided arose from bed, dressed himself, declared that he

was completely cured, which proved indeed true for' he went about his

farming business as well as ever he had been.

Finally, in considering this subject we do well to remember the

explicit teaching of scripture about it. In I Cor. XII—we learn that

“ gifts ” are a manifestation of the Spirit. To one is given “ faith by the

same Spirit
;
to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit ;

to another
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the working of miracles
; to another prophecy

;
to another discerning ot

spirits ;
to another divers kinds of tongues

;
to another the interpretation

of tongues
;
but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit divid-

ing to every man severally as He will."

Originally, the gift of healing was one of many diverse gifts. It was
bestowed on comparatively few. The man who possessed this gift did

not always succeed in the healing effort, even upon his own body, as for

example the Apostle Paul who was not relieved of his “ thorn in the

flesh." We are further taught in Scripture that ordinary ministries of
physicians and remedies were not ignored. Presumably, “ Luke the

beloved physician " accompanied the Apostle Paul to treat and succor

him in his bodily weaknesses. Moreover, Paul prescribed for Timothy
a remedy “ for his stomach’s sake and his often infirmities."

We thus do well to take Scripture truth direct and at first hand, and
not to “ be wise above that which is written."

“ I prefer to whet my own scythe " was the explanation

the home**
Lyman Beecher for his insistance on voicing the

prayer which preceded every sermon which he himself

was to preach.

We would especially refer our readers to the article in this number,
written by Mrs. C. S. Deming upon the topic, “ Devotional life in the

home." We particularly commend the closet devotion portion of it, in

which one hour daily, apart in the closet with God, is strongly urged

as the key for abiding “ in the secret of His presence." If this can

possibly be true, and it is, surely we cannot afford to withhold one hour
of the twenty-four from a service which shall whet, by hallowing, all of

the remaining twenty-three hours.

NOTES ON AN ENQUIRY
Concerning the Presence or Absence of Miracles in

Mission Hospitals in Korea ; and Concerning
the Proper Relation Between Medicine

and the Church.

The following seven questions were submitted to some twenty-five

medical missionaries practising in Korea. Answers were received from

9 and it is on these replies that the following analysis is based. It is

to be regretted that the field of effective enquiry has been so small.

1. To what extent do you use prayer as a means of treatment in

your hospital ?

2. Is it your practice to solicit special prayer for special cases ?

3. Are you able to distinguish between the results of “ ordinary
scientific medicine " and the results obtained when special prayer is used
as an addition or, as a sole means of treatment?

4. As a result of yoiir personal experience in Korea, what is your
opinion about the presence or absence, in these days, of miraculous
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healing such as that recorded in the New Testament of our Lord and
His disciples ?

5. If you believe in such miracles, cite any examples of miraculous
healing in your personal medical experience?

6. If you do not look for them, have you any satisfactory expla-
nation of their presence in the early church and of their absence now ?

7 . What do you consider should be the relation between medicine
and the Church? In a highly organized and civilized community, would
you consider hospitals part of the Church’s proper activity ?

The answers to question 1 and 2 show that there is prevalent
among correspondents a belief in the value of prayer; this is demon-
strated by the fact that prayer is given a place in their hospital and
medical work. It appears, for instance, to be a very common practice to

begin the day’s work at the hospital with prayer. It is likewise a
common practice to have prayer before surgical operation.

The answers also show with remarkable unanimity that it is not the

practice of any under the purview of this investigation to dispense with
material means. There is no evidence of any case of sickness being
treated by prayer alone and to the exclusion of all means. One corres-

pondent however says, “ Prayer as a sole means of treatment I certainly

would advocate when the patient, family, friends and doctor have a

definite assurance of faith for healing.”

On the other hand several correspondents emphasise what they
believe to be the obligation resting upon thdm to use available means to

the full. For instance Dr. Reed of Songdo writes of the necessity for

the use of “ the best medical and surgical treatment we are able to give.”

Dr. Norton of Haiju writes “The provision of a great many things

in Nature which are undoubtedly beneficial makes me firm in the belief

that we are not justified in asking God to do for us what we can do for

ourselves.”

Question 3. With regard to comparison between “ results of

ordinary scientific medicine” and the “result obtained by prayer,”

various answers are given. One correspondent says he has “ no data

upon which to base a comparison.” This may easily be understood as-

both methods are always used together in the correspondent’s practice.

Dr. Hirst of Seoul “ does not find any difference.” Dr. Whiting

of Chairyung, “ in a few cases I have seen remarkable answer to prayer

where recovery came so soon after prayer that ordinary means could

not have had time to operate.”

Dr. Hall of Pyeng Yang says “ I have known my assistants ta

attribute good results in surgical cases to our having asked God’s help

and blessing
;
also I recall a case or two that didn’t do well that we

together fancied may have been because we forgot to offer this prayer

in these instances. But more times, there were not good results when

we did pray, so I cannot honestly say that I am able to distinguish.”

Dr. Patterson makes an interesting comparison ;
“ On the whole we

think there are much better results attending the work here than we saw

in the hospitals in the U.S.”
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A remarkable response to treatment, beyond expectations of pro-

gnosis, has impressed several correspondents.

Question 4 and 5. The answers to these questions are of particular

interest. Where experience, or the interpretation of experience, has not

coincided with expectation and belief, there is a remarkably candid

admission of the fact. For instance Dr. Reed says, “ I have not seen

any case of bonafide miraculous healing that I now recall, though I do
not deny that it may exist.” Dr. Avison’s testimony is interesting, “ I

have often felt that after special prayer my own mind has become
quieter and I have had clearer ideas as to treatment and have thought
of special means of treatment which have proved helpful. Also, I have

often felt that patients whose condition seemed very precarious have
changed for the better after special prayer. I do not know that I have
seen any sudden recoveries from such dangerous conditions, recoveries

that could not possibly be attributed to anything but special divine

interposition.” Dr. Avison goes on to add, “ I cannot say, either, that

special prayer has always been followed by recovery, some have died

even after special prayer had been sincerely offered ”
: this also has been

the experience of the compiler of this article.

Dr. Whiting does not like to see the subject discussed in a

magazine because there are always those who refer to the cases as

trumped up, or not what they were diagnosed to be and thus throw a

slur on what to some has been a very wonderful experience.

He goes on however to instance two remarkable cases one of

dysentery the other of pneumonia
;
the first after several days of the

disease, was in an apparently moribund condition on one day, and on
the next day, after continued prayer by a number of women, was up
and at work.

Dr. Mansfield, of Wonsan, is of opinion that miracles such as those

recorded in the New Testament are “ Probably absent.”

I feel diffidence in generalising about the opinions and experience of

my correspondents on this subject lest I should unwittingly misinter-

pret or misrepresent.

The inquiry would, I think, have yielded much more fruitful

results has there been a definition of the term miracle upon which cor-

respondents could agree. It may with truth be said that the replies

show a belief that in a number of cases there have been, in answer to

prayer, remarkable recoveries from dangerous and desperate illness ; that

these recoveries have sometimes come along the line of treatment
;
at

other times after all available means had been exhausted. On the other

hand there has not been produced any convincing evidence of recovery

from disease where “ recovery could not possibly be attributed to any-

thing but special divine interposition.”

Guarded reference is made by three correspondents to the fact of

demon possession.

Dr. Norton says “ Aside from so-called demoniacal possession I

have seen no case which seemed to me to simulate the miraculous cases

related in the New Testament.”
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Dr. Biggar of Kangkei says “ I have heard the Moksa (Korean
pastor) report cases of Demon possession (?) cured by prayer ” Dr.
Biggar goes on to say that he regards all such cases which he has seen

as “ dementia precox or some such mental affliction.”

Dr. Avison has “ known personally of two or three cases of supposed
demon possession getting well after prolonged prayer on the part of

Korean Christians.”

Question 7. The answers to this question showed widely different

views of the proper relation between medicine and the Church.
Dr. Patterson says “ The hospital is not in the least essential to the

work of the church. It should not be considered a part of the

church.”
Dr. Mansfield thinks “ medical work on the part of the church is

commendable but it has no more claim on the Church’s attention than

any other activity for social betterment.”

Dr. Whiting would deprecate ** the idea of the Church taking up
as a church the financing and operating of a hospital in all the larger

cities ” He fears that this would “ exalt organization and thus exhaust

the spiritual life of the church.”

Dr. Norton thinks that in a highly organised and civilized com-
munity the hospital function will become one of the State. Ill health is

a public concern, and should be cared for by the public.

The Church’s attitude towards this philanthropic and hygienic

reform should be that of a leader in the movement.
Dr. Hall believes that “so long as there is disease in the world the

first duty of the Christian Church is to administer to its relief. Christ

sent his disciples to preach and to heal. Thus medical work is not

merely an accessory to the spreading of the Gospel, but an integral part

thereof. It is the Gospel in works rather than in words. I put it first

tho’ they should always go together.”

In discussing the Church’s position in a “ highly organised and

civilize*d ” community Dr. Hall makes an important addition. She

speaks of a “ highly organised, civilized and Christianized community
”

—in such a community where also there is peace, prohibition, and

woman-suffrage.

Dr. Hall will be pleased to hear that we have universal woman-
suffrage both in the Commonwealth of Australia and in the Dominion

of New7 Zealand ;
she can imagine after a few generations of Hygiene

and purity with temperance in all things that there might be no disease

and therefore no hospital. She expects the time is coming when “ the

tabernacle of God is with man, and He wull dwell will them and they

shall be His people and there shall be no more death neither sorrow

nor crying.”

Dr. Avison has evidently given careful thought to this question of

the relation between medicine and the church. He says “ The great

business of the Church is to preach Christ and so give a correct

knowledge of God. Christ gave the essence of His teaching in Matt.

25, 31-46 in that in those verses he disclosed the type of man his
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gospel was intended to produce, a man filled with the milk of human
kindness who uses every opportunity to relieve misery and suffering.

This being so I am convinced that whether Christians do it through
their organized body the Church or do it individually or by organizing

themselves outside of the Church for this special purpose, the Christian

character must express itself in relieving suffering in whatever shape it

presents itself and by the most effective means available. I am therefore

firmly convinced that there should be a very close connection between
the Church or the product of the Church, devoted Christians, and
hospitals and all other organizations planned to give expression to the

loving spirit of Christ. If by any means the power of God to cure

sickness without medicine, which we have no reason to doubt, exists as

fully now as it ever did, can be brought into operation in these institu-

tions either in all cases or in some, so much the better and we should

always keep the mind open and be ready to give God a chance to

manifest Himself in such ways.

At a certain place Christ could do no great work because of

unbelief and that may be sufficient present reason for the present lack of

such manifestations.”

Such, as far as I have been able to analyse them, are the answers I

have received.

In conclusion I should like to express my thanks to those who have

co-operated in this matter and to say how deeply grateful I am for the

opportunity I have had of considering these important questions.

Chas. I. McLaren.

CONCENTRATION AND EFFICIENCY.

Ever since the Japan-Russia war Korea has been more or less in

the stage of transition but not until after annexation did the country really

take on a new name and a forward movement. At present in every
direction the old things are passing away and new ones are taking their

place. Order has been established throughout the country. The post

and police have been extended, commerce has been developed and
communications greatly improved. New railways are being built by
which the important points of the country are coming into contact with

one another and undeveloped parts opened up to commerce and civili-

zation. Good roads are coming into existence, even on a larger scale

than the rail, and many of them are of such a character that automobile

services have been established between many points. Improvements are

being made in agriculture so that Model-farms, Nurseries and Orchards
are not infrequently seen and the grade of all kinds of stock is being

rapidly improved. Modern customs, business methods and knowledge
are beginning to spread over the land and their effect is incalculable.

Monthly, weekly and daily papers in both Korean and Japanese are plentiful.

Another important change is in sanitation. Under the directions of the
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police, houses have to be eleaned twice a year, drains receive attention,

infectious diseases and deaths have to be reported, etc. Hospitals are

being established in many centres, Japanese physicians of all grades are

located through the country, so-called drug stores are numerous and
the patent medicine vender is every where.

The effect on our medical work of changing conditions has been a

change in the kind of patient, with the emphasis of the work passing from
the out to the in-patient. Those who heretofore came long distances from
the country for quinine, worm medicine, etc. now secure these nearer

home from the combination saloon-drug store, patent medicine man or

acting practitioner. On the other hand, many who formerly thought their

diseases incurable, such as Vesico-Vaginalfistula ,
cases due to the lack of

skill of Mid-wives in the cure of displacements with various caustics and
knives, and other difficult surgical cases, are coming in greater numbers.

Even the Appendix bug, so popular at home, is beginning to manifest itself

but the patient rarely comes before an abscess has formed and since the

surgeon is never able to discover in the walled-off pocket the one hundred

or so greenbacks generally secured for each operation at home, but must

be content with a fee of fifty cents or a dollar, the bug will probably

never reach its greatest popularity in Chosen.

Although for years the Korean has known the advantages of and old

people have profited from the use of eye glasses which magnify, he is just

now coming to learn that properly fitting glasses often remove a multitude

of symptoms due to eye strain, and, since in his oriental mind a golden

addition to his front is, to say the least, not objectionable, an urgent

demand is being felt for refractory work.

When we speak of a Hospital one naturally thinks of an institution in

a large town at home with its Board of Directors, Treasurer, Manager,

Secretary, Office force, Matron. Visiting and Resident Physicians and

Surgeons, Nurses, Porters and all those who go to make up its workers.

There, each one has his or her duty and can do it well. Here, every thing

is changed and one person is supposed to perform many parts. He is not

only the Medical Staff, visiting and resident, the Manager, Treasurer and

Secretary and thus responsible for the professional and financial sides of

the institution but also the leader in its Evangelistic work. As a matter

of fact, in the days of old Korea, he was all this and more in the eyes of

the natives. He was a specialist in each line, far excelling their most

vivid imagination. Even his most simple works were often considered as

miraculous and supernatural. Not so in new Chosen. Your patients

will discuss the merits of Tuberculin, Salvarsan, Spinal Anesthesia, Serum

Therapy, etc. They wish to know upon what reasons you base your

diagnosis before submitting to your treatment. If your explanation does

not appeal, they simply pass along to the next, for remember we are not

the only ones, any more. The next may be a private Japanese or Korean

Physician of almost any standard or it may be the Government Hospital.

In the latter case they wall find a well equipped, thoroughly manned,

Government supported institution doing mostly charity work but well

prepared to care for all classes.
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Imagine then, if you can, any one Foreign Doctor, no matter how
well prepared for service, carrying on more or less medical work from the

first, securing a knowledge of the language, keeping refreshed and up to

date in his profession, building an institution, later seeing an average of

thirty patients a day, more or less
;
doing all the surgery, bacteriology,

eye, ear, nose and throat work ; managing the finances and conducting

the spiritual work From my short experience and observation it is an

absolute impossibility. Some division of the work must suffer and will-

sooner or later become a minus quantity. Even though he attempts only

part of the work, because of lack of opportunity for consultation about

critical cases and the newer discoveries and methods, he is going to get

stale and behind the times. Let me quote from a paper presented by the

Southern Methodist Physicians to their Mission and Board. 4 ‘Another
reason for placing two Medical Men in a Station is one that is keenly

felt by the medical workers but is difficult to present adequately to this

body, namely, that of the detrimental effects of isolation upon the effici-

ency of the physician cut off as he is from the fellowship of others of

like profession. The numerous problems involving human life, in many
instances press too heavily to be adequately solved by the unaided

judgment of one man. Only those who have met this experience can

realise how true this is. It has been said that two men in mutual help

can accomplish more work than three that are isolated. This is especial-

ly true when a large portion of the work is major surgery. Modern
medicine presents means for the cure of diseases that cannot be brought
into operation by one man, who therefore finds it necessary to confine

himself to the simpler methods of diagnosis and treatment, sometimes at

the cost of serious loss.”

Another point of great importance is the question of furlough and
an annual holiday. Some men work on year after year but this does not

pay, especially in climates where the summer months are very hot and
depressing. But if a holiday is to be taken it means closing the hospital

for the time. This is not only a grave hardship to many patients,

especially those who come long distances from the country and those in

the city who are coming to rely upon us to supply all the medical needs

of their families
;
but it also dislocates the work before and after, very

seriously. Can you imagine a Hospital at home closing its doors every

summer for a month or two and every eight years for fourteen months ?

If not possible there, surely it should not be attempted here, especially

since during these summer months, owing to the hot sultry weather and
to the diet of Korean children, which at that time is principally green

cucumbers and melons, dysentery and all kinds of intestinal and stomach
troubles are so prevalent. A second Physician would provide for this

emergency.
It is of very little use for the Doctor to try to be skillful if the

hospital be lacking in good nursing. The happy combination of the two
professions can alone make for success. Nursing, however, is to the

Korean a new and altogether foreign custom. Thus it behoves those of

us who have in any way the privilege of introducing such an art and
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establishing a new profession, to present it in its highest degree of effici-

ency.

Surely no one would for a moment doubt the need of such a work
if they had visited the homes of the sick and dying where there is a

total absence of tenderness and care. What absolute helplessness and
neglect there is on the part of the relatives and friends in any attempt to

alleviate pain and suffering
; dirt, noise and darkness existing where

cleanliness and quiet ought to prevail. In fact their custom of caring for

the sick seems to be just the opposite to those of enlightened people.

For instance they are sure a patient will die if he does not eat lots, when
sick, and thus they feed him constantly regardless of what the disease

may be. Fresh air coming into the room is considered very injurious

and every hole in the mud wall must be covered tightly with paper. A
change in the way of substituting clean for dirty clothing would surely

indicate recovery and is always avoided until the patient is well and able

to care for himself. Water in sickness is also very injurious and they

never think of bathing a person, no matter how prolonged the sickness

may be. Thus I say if you could only visit the sick room of a chronic

case and notice yourself the thickness of adherent crusts of dirt, the

length of untrimmed finger and toenails and the offensiveness of foul,

repulsive odors you would be thoroughly convinced of the need for

nurses. The need for nurses is not only to care for the sick, however,

but to teach laws of hygiene and proper ways of living in order to prevent

sickness. Especially is this necessary in order to reduce the present high

rate of infant mortality At the time of childbirth no attention is paid

to cleanliness. The mother does not guard her own health in any way
nor that of the child. The latter is never given a bath nor properly fed

or clothed. In fact a child is left partly or entirely naked for some
years. It is nursed almost constantly, at least every time it cries, day

or night until three or four years old. Then it is allowed to eat nearly

all kinds of green fruit and vegetables
;
green raw cucumbers being per-

haps the favorite. As the child grows, if fortunate enough to survive,

its dietary is increased and soon comes to include various kinds of fish

and other dried products secured at the market every fifth day. These,

when bought at the market, are supposed to be dead and dried but alas

they are very much alive. So much so that the child has not been

eating them long, before something begins to travel round and round and

up and down within its abdomen, occasionally producing severe attacks of

pain and other symptoms. The Korean, however, believes that a certain

number of these intestinal parasites are essential to good health and will

not infrequently request the physician, when giving him medicine, to not

remove the “ seed worm." It is difficult for one physician to care for

sufficient patients to insure the desired amount of work necessary to

support a sufficient number of native nurses to make it worth while for

the foreign nurse to attempt a training school. It is also difficult to finance

an institution when all of the helpers are on salary and none of them are

giving their services free in return for training and teaching, as is the

case in hospitals without a training school. The natural solution of the
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nursing problem would seem to be, then, to have a second physician in

each hospital. This would make it possible to care for a number of

inpatients sufficient to require the nursing of a number of pupil nurses

sufficient to insure the hospital a training school and also make it possible

for the physicians to have time to help in the instruction of the training

school and thus insure the community of a sufficient number of nurses

to meet the present urgent need, in addition, to providing a sufficient

number to carry on the work of the hospital.

Medical work without religious instruction is a giant shorn of his

strength. While I believe a well trained native evangelist because of his

intuitive knowledge of the hearts of the people and perfect command of

their mother tongue can do most of the actual teaching and preaching

to the patients much better than we can, nevertheless the foreign doctor

is responsible for the spiritual atmosphere of the institution. If he finds

no time for spiritual conference and Bible study with his staff or personal

work with the patients, the Korean assistants, though they have time and
the language, will find it difficult to do what they do not see their foreign

leader doing. In an institution where many inpatients are, there is a

tendency for so many demands on the professional skill of the physician

to arise that not only is time to emphasize the spiritual side of the work
often wanting but the work and worry take the keen edge off his own
spiritual sensibilities until he is likely to subside into an ordinary Christian

medical man devoid of any special zeal and evangelistic enthusiasm.

The result that the main object of his being here, namely, by healing,

teaching and preaching to bring men and women to a knowledge of the

truth as it is in Christ Jesus, is not accomplished. As some one has said

“ The peril of work where souls are not saved, is great.” This, too,

would be remedied by an additional worker.

In order therefore to attain to the highest grade of efficiency and
do the greatest good to the greatest number we must concentrate our
forces so as to have not less than two Foreign Physicians connected with

any medical plant in operation. It is a mistake to think that two men
can accomplish more, if each is in control of a Hospital. Estimating

fourteen months off .for each physician every eight years for furlough

and one and a half months off each year for vacation and annual meetings,

it means that one Hospital costing on an average 10,000 yen ($5,000) with

an average equipment worth 5,000 yen is idle for four and a third years

out of every eight. Not to mention the grave hardship to many patients

and the dislocation of the work incidental to closing a one man Hospital

for furlough and vacations, nor the detrimental effects of isolation upon
the efficiency of the Physician and the inability of any one man to care

for all departments of a medical work satisfactorily, is it the best use of
' missionary money to have it tied up in a hospital building and equips

ment lying idle so much of the time as is necessary with only one
physician in charge ? Whether it is or is not is a question that we hope
the Board and Home Constituency will consider when sending out

physicians or making hospital appropriations. Ik is evident that the

Government Officials do not consider the existence of a Hospital that is



44 THE KOREA MISSION FIELD.

closed part of the time necessary to the health qr welfare of the surroud-
ing community and for this and the other reasons mentioned, as I see it,

we must concentrate our present force or have immediate reinforcements.

A. G. Fletcher, M.D.

SEVERANCE COLLEGE DENTAL
DEPARTMENT.

On Nov. i, 1915 the above named department became a reality after

several years of effort to secure someone to take charge of it.

It is with a feeling of tremendous responsibility that I am under-

taking to connect dentistry directly with the missionary movement. As
far as I can discover, it is the first time this has been tried.

Upon the results of our efforts not only depends the future of this

work in Korea but some influence will be borne upon the undertaking

of this work in other places. At the best our efforts are an experiment.

As we study the native we are confronted with three facts which tend

to handicap our work. These are : 1. The financial condition of the

average native. This condition is such as to place all but the simpler

operations beyond their reach
;
2. The lack of education regarding the

importance of the teeth and the contiguous structures and 3. The
absence of the realization that dentistry is a profession dealing with the

normal maintenance of an important safeguard to the patient’s health.

Instead of this is the idea that it is a trade into which gold-smiths and
silver-smiths are naturally graduated.

There are a few facts that must be known before we can scientifical-

ly consider our task. 1. We must know the exact nature of the patient’s

daily diet and how this affects the normal secretions and the amount of

use, disuse or abuse of the oral organs.

2. We must decide upon some standard of normal dentition. This

will involve the construction of a table showing the average date of

eruption for various teeth.

3. We must study carefully the environments and habits of the

people. There are many cases of deformity of the dental arches which

must be influenced by these things.

4. We must decide upon the ability of the graduates to equip them-

selves with instruments after graduation and limit our work rather than

give instruction in operations which will be done in a very unacceptable

way. To perform simple operations scientifically involves an outlay of

considerable capital. By a scientific operation I mean one which is

performed according to known requirements which are necessary for the

welfare of the organs we are dealing with directly and the general health

of the patient. Our ultimate aim is to give as much and as thorough

instruction as can be secured. Any limitations would only be for the

prevention of malpractice.

As part of a medical college we are favored with many advantages.
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The general medical faculty will train the students thoroughly in their

various branches of study. This leaves only dental specialities to the

dental department. All medical students will be brought in close contact

with dentistry so that their influence will mean much, in their various

communities, for dental education among the common people.

The two most important parts of the special dental instruction are

the technical laboratory and the students’ clinic. The number of

lectures that will not involve these two departments of the course are

very few. There are few teachers who spend considerable lime lectur-

ing on operations the students will not perform in either the laboratory

or clinic. Some specialities are more thoroughly discussed in post-gradu-

ate courses. It must consume no small portion of our time to develope

the clinic and prepare materials to serve as models for technical work.'

With the foregoing outline of the task in hand and the additional

fact of the time necessary for language study anyone can readily see why
the time to be devoted to work for foreigners must be very limited. From
three to five p.m. every day but Saturday and Sunday is the limit of my
ability for this work. This necessarily bars out the acceptance of large

amounts of work to be completed in a few days. Necessary as it may
seem that certain restorations shall be made nevertheless the greater call

for help demands that these be left undone or temporarily adjusted unless

sufficient time can be spent in waiting for appointments. I hope in the

near future to be able to publish some general hints regarding the im-

portance and method of correcting various dental conditions. There
are a few statements which I know will prove very helpful to many who
are suffering because of the great difficulty to come to Seoul and stay

long enough for thorough treatment. There are a few matters which
should be known which affect the general health of the individual.

Dentistry requires certain associations before it can became valuable

to a community. If we depend solely on pain or discomfort as the

means of bringing people to our offices we will not be specialists but

will be limited to the amount of dentistry the average medical man
performs. This would include extractions, the sealing of a few cotton

dressings and the use of month washes. While the proper methods of

extraction constitute an important branch of oral surgery our work
would still not be a specialty.

I will mention only a few of the aids we need. We must first

secure the assistance of the educators. The results of clinical dentistry

in our American public schools is sufficient proof of the value of this

method, we must co-operate with the authorities in whatever efforts they

are making along our line of work. We must have the sympathy
and support of the educated classes, and the leaders of our various ins-

titutions.

Of all our needs there stands the one pre-eminent and that is the

spirit of our Master to guide and direct our every effort so that we
may never loose sight of that which is the real purpose of our being in

this work.
Wm.

J. Schkifley.
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THE FUTURE OF THE KOREAN
TRAINED NURSE.

The subject on which I am requested to write is divided into three

questions, namely ;—What will probably be the opportunity of the

trained Korean nurse for service ? How can the Korean nurse be best

trained ? What ought to be the relation between hospitals and a large

central training school for Korean nurses ?

A few days ago in talking with a certain physician on the subject in

question, he made the remark that the opportunities of a Korean nurse

were about those of Western nurses at the time of Florence Nightingale.

Now almost every one knows something about Florence Nightingale

and perhaps something about the struggles through which she and her

followers passed at that time—the beginning of nursing as a profession.

How up until that time the sick had been cared for altogether by women
who were not only untrained but who were women of no education, no
reputation or standing, in fact they were the lowest class of women,
drunkards and reprobates. This class of women is known to-day as the

Sairy Gamp nurse, a name given them by Dickens.

Now Florence Nightingale a wealthy, cultured, beautiful young
woman, deeply religious, was led of God to see the need of trained, in-

telligent and sympathetic women to care for the sick. And no less did

she emphasise the importance of nurses being morally pure and religious.

She was severely criticised by all, even by physicians, but her convictions

remained the same and her perfect faith in the ultimate result of her

efforts led her on and her life was the beginning of the nursing profession

which now stands beside that of the doctors in every land where first

class medical work is done, provided the nurse’s training is also first

class.

In thinking over the statement that {he Korean nurse is about where
the Western nurse was in Florence Nightingale's time I have come to

the conclusion that she is quite a bit in advance of that time in some
ways. Some of the reasons for this are, first of all, there have never been

any hospitals in Korea, consequently no nurses of any kind, until the

foreign doctors came with Western medicine and with them the trained

nurse. In the practice of Western medicine the trained nurse is indispens-

able. The old Korean doctors are fast giving place to physicians trained

in Western medicine and these physicians are demanding nurses to assist

them. There are no nurses of the above mentioned Sairy Gamp type to

be supplanted by the trained nurse, as there were in Florence Night-

ingale's time, and there is a demand for nurses (which cannot be filled

by any other than the Korean nurse) all of which makes it easier for the

Korean trained nurse than for the trained nurse in Florence Nightingale’s

time. On the other hand she has lots of things standing as obstacles in

her way. First, there are the social customs, seclusion of women ;
then

there is the Korean idea that labor of any kind is low, and nursing is

hard work. They know nothing about the dignity of labor and the
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beauty of service. To do nothing and have others serve you is the

Korean’s idea of a gentleman and a gentle woman. Many have been the

influences brought to bear upon Korea that are fast changing her people.

One of the greatest of these is Christianity. This will be I believe one
of the greatest influences in bringing about a change in the Korean’s
attitude towards service, and with the advance of Christianity will also

come an advance in the nursing profession in Korea. Another great

hindrance to the profession here (as in other countries) is t he poorly
trained nurse. There are a good many such nurses in Korea posing as

trained nurses. Many of these nurses are not following their profession.

They teach school or anything else rather than nurse. The reason for

this is not that there is not a demand for nurses. There is much greater

demand for good nurses than can possibly be supplied in Korea at present

but it is because they have not had the proper training to qualify them
for the positions open. The poorly trained nurse does not understand her
work well enough to enjoy it and those who employ her are dissatisfied

with her services, consequently she brings upon the whole profession a

bad name.

In answer to question No. 2. How can the Korean nurse be best

trained ? I will say first that she must be thoroughly trained. The
standards here should be no lower than that of our best in America and
England. In all first class training schools the term of training is three

years ;
most training schools refuse to take in pupils under the age of

twenty-three and many of them require that she be at least a high school

graduate. All do not make this requirement but she at least must have
a fair education. Now in Korea we too must select pupils with a fair

education and bright intellect or else we cannot expect them to be effici-

ent nurses after even three years of training, much less so when the term
is shorter than three years as it is in some schools.

So much for the requirements of the pupil. The requirements for

the hospital giving this training should be more rigid. These three years,

if spent in the hospital with only a few inpatients, no matter how large

the dialy clinics are, cannot mean sufficient practical work for a nurse,

and in such hospitals the staff of physicians and graduate nurses is too

small to admit of proper theoretical training.

This brings me to my third question. What ought to be the relation

between hospitals and a large central training school for Korean nurses ?

Now this is a question but recently brought to us for consideration, and
in fact has never been discussed by the medical and nurses’ asspciations,

(my opinion might be somewffiat changed by hearing such a discussion).

However, since most or all of the mission hospitals in Korea have not a
sufficient number of inpatients nor is the staff of physicians and nurses

sufficient to give as thorough training as I believe the Korean nurse
should have, I am very much in favor of Dr. Avison’s suggested plan

for a union training school for nurses in connection with Severance
Hospital. My understanding of his plan is that hospitals which have
heretofore had training schools or hospitals sufficiently large (I would say
hospitals with less than thirty beds should not attempt to train nurses)
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should select their candidates for the training school and train them in

both theory and practical nursing for two or two and one half years, ac-

cording to the size of the hospital, the nurse from the large hospital with

a large staff of physicians and nurses requiring a shorter time in the union
training school, then send them to the union training school at Severance
Hospital for the remaining six months or one year of their training. I

am of the opinion that the term, whether one year or six months, at the

union training school should be completed two or three months before

time for the pupil to graduate and that those remaining last months be
spent in the hospital where she began her training and from which she

is to receive her diploma.

Of course in order to make possible the carrying out of these plans

each mission must co-operate by sending their portion of missionary nurses

for the union training school and also by financial support of same.

The future of the Korean nurse is unmistakably one of great useful-

ness. She is indispensable to the medical work now being done in

Korea. The perfecting of the profession depends upon the perfecting of

the training school, which I believe can best be done by concentration

and union.
G. Harris.

THE HOSPITAL AS AN EVANGELISTIC
AGENCY.

In treating this subject I shall confine myself principally to the surgi-

cal work of the hospital, with no idea, however, of minimizing the impor-

tance of the work done in the dispensary. My reason for this is that I

wish to speak principally of that phase of evangelistic work which aims

at the establishing of groups. While the dispensary is undoubtedly an

important evangelistic agency, my view of the hospital work here the past

few years has convinced me that in establishing new groups the surgical

work is by far the most important.

The day when the doctor was the forerunner of the clerical mission-

ary seems to be past. Who of us has not read of self-sacrificing medical

missionaries who, amidst perils of life, opened doors that were securely

barred against the clerical missionary ? There are few men who would

not eagerly grasp any such opportunity for service. To-day there are

few places in all the world where the clerical missionary cannot go with

his message and the glamor seems to have passed away for the medical

missionary. His work is principally confined to the ordinary hum-drum
work of the hospital and unless the doctor is careful there is grave danger

of his losing sight of the importance of medical work. This need not be

so, and I wish to give just a bit of the work of our hospital here to show

that this branch of our work has been one of the most fruitful evangelizing

agencies.

In the first place, even though the clerical missionary can to-day go

anywhere he pleases to proclaim his message, there are still infinitely
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greater difficulties confronting him than the mere geographical barriers

that confronted the missionaries of several years ago. The greatest

difficulties are psychological, such as the blind following of ancient cus-

toms, superstitions, ignorance, and all the different devices of the powers

of darkness which securely close a people’s minds to the reception of

anything new. I presume there is not one of us who, while out preach-

ing, has not had people refuse to take a tract fearing there might be some
danger hidden in it, or while speaking to a man has had no other response

than hearing him say', “ pyul sorai ” (strange sound) and then seeing him
move on.

My experience has shown that the best means to prepare a people’s

minds to lend an ear to the gospel message is the surgical work of the

hospital. I am thinking now of a little valley way back in the mountains

of Huchang County where just a year ago it would have been impossible

to get the people to listen but where there is now a little group and all

the non-Christians favorably disposed because of the excision of a dermoid
cyst from a three year old boy. This cannot help but be so. Touch a

man’s body and you touch his mind. When the skilled doctor removes
a cataract or performs some other wonderful cure with his knife the people

cannot help becoming favorably disposed, and by comparing this with

the methods of their own doctors see the great difference. In a recent

trip to this place a man told me that all the people there were going to

believe
;
that all men believed something, and as for them, they had come

to see that Christianity was the only true religion. The credit for the

remarkable transformation of these people belongs to our hospital.

I will mention one other case, that of an old man sixty years of age.

About two years ago he came to the hospital a raw heathen, blind, not

only spiritually but physically, having a double cataract. Dr. Bigger

removed the cataract and he has been made to see both spiritually and
physically. He is now an officer of the group which was started through

his influence. The transformation has been complete, even to the cutting

of the top-knot. I could give other instances of the value of the hospital

as an evangelizing agency, but lack of space forbids. So let us go on to

the matter of the conservation of the work done by the doctor.

In regard to this I would say first, that the hospital evangelist is the

sine qua non of successful conservation. It is through him that the

patients of the hospital hear the message of life. He ought to make the

rounds day after day while the patients are convalescing and be sure that

all have had sufficient opportunity to learn the fundamental truths of

Christianity before leaving the hospital. But not only this, he ought to

strive to bring men to make definite decisions for Christ. There will

always be some cases where such “ conversions ” will not be genuine

but I believe if the work is properly followed up the results will go
beyond all expectations.

The hospital evangelist ought not only to preach but to keep a

record. The purpose of such a record ought not to be simply in order

to render a report at the end of the year or to file away among the dusty

archives of the instkution. These are all good but secondary in impor-
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tance. The chief reason for keeping a record ought to be in order to

follow the work up immediately by some other than the hospital evangelist.

I am referring to the clerical missionaries in the station or Korean pastors.

We have found this to work admirably in our own station; The evan-

gelist is supposed to keep the clerical men informed of any patients from
their territory. For example, a man from one of my circuits comes to

the hospital for treatment. The evangelist immediately gets his name and
address and then informs me as having charge of that territory. In a

number of such cases I have gone to the hospital and met the man
personally. Then after he is gone follow him up with a letter and when
the next trip is made into that territory be sure to take enough time to

call at his home and have a little service. I believe that in a large

percent of such cases, if they are followed up properly, a group can be
started in that place.

One will see at a glance that this requires the closest cooperation

between the doctor and the clerical man. I can readily see how the

doctor can become easily discouraged unless there is this cooperation in

the work which enables him to see more than the mere physical results.

If, months after a patient has returned home, the doctor will hear that he

is still believing and that a group has been started through his patient’s

influence, he cannot help but be gratified and feel that after all the work
of the medical missionary is worth while.

In conclusion I would like to say just a word about the matter of

efficiency in the work of the medical missionary. I am sure we are all

glad for the action of some of the missions in approving the two-man
hospital. We surely all realize the nervous strain which the physical

work of the hospital entails. This can be reduced to a minimum if there

are at least two men who will be able to assist each other and to confer

with each other in difficult operations. Not only so, but a number of

difficult operations which the doctor who is alone does not wish to

attempt could be performed if there were two men, thus extending this

branch of our evangelistic work. Another reason for the two-man hospi-

tal is that it would give one of them an opportunity to spend considerable

time in the country and thus get into contact with the people, and while

dispensing drugs would be able to tell the people whether a case would

be a surgical case or not, and if a surgical case make arrangements to

have the patient come to the hospital. This works well as we have had

instances of the kind here. In this way the hospital could be made a

real evangelistic agency. c. s . Hoffman, Kangkei.

DEVOTIONAL LIFE IN THE HOME.

It is fitting that this subject should be taken up by a wife and

mother, for she is the one member of the family most responsible for

its development. Yet it is undertaken with a deep sense of unworthiness

and humility, because the long cherished ideals here set forth have been

followed so imperfectly.
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If the mother is to be the mainspring of the devotional life of the

family, she must see to it first of all that she has the necessary time for

communion with God. . It is not sufficient to have ten or fifteen minutes

before breakfast for the reading of a portion of Scripture and prayer.

That barely affords time to come into the secret presence chamber.
There must be at the earliest possible moment a regular time and place

set apart for an hour with the Father, beside the few minutes on rising.

This hour must be planned for and have its place on the home schedule

as the first matter of importance. In my own experience the failure to

observe this time has brought leanness of soul and coldness of heart,

while anything good that has been accomplished is the direct result of

its influence.

When there are little ones in the home it is possible to arrange for

them to be in another part of the house during that time. If the children

are able to attend school, there is generally a lull in the morning after

they leave, and the servants have gone home for their breakfasts. The
house is quiet, and then the mother can slip away to the closet where she

holds communion with God and her own souj. She has time to listen

to God’s voice after all outside thoughts have been shut out, and she can

get the strength, wisdom and inspiration she needs for the work of the

day. This quiet hour of hers is the source of the devotional spirit in the

home. Knowing how much it means to herself she will plan the work
of the home so that her husband also may have his hour of quiet in

the secret place. She will know that without it he cannot attempt to

solve the daily problems that confront him in his missionary life, or have

the courage and inspiration to overcome its difficulties, and that it is the

source of all his spiritual power. There is no one who cannot find some
time or place during the day for this -quiet hour alone with God, if they

only realize the absolute necessity for it, and its importance in their lives.

A young missionary in China was suddenly left with the sole res-

ponsibility of a large mission station and all its varied activities. Boys’

High School with over a hundred boarders, a girls boarding school, city

church and evangelistic work with no native pastor, a printing press, also

five or six country stations to supervise. He knew that humanly speak-

ing the load was an impossible one, but that God working through him it

could be carried. He recognized the first importance of that hour of

prayer in his life, and planned for it in the busy schedule of his day.

With every moment crowded it seemed impossible to get the necessary

quiet, even in the study. Interruptions would come at all hours, and his

health prevented very early rising. At last he succeeded in finding the

place his soul hungered for. He would slip away into the unfinished

attic of his home where his retreat was only known to his wife. There
behind a pile of boxes he found what he sought. He came from that

place with a shining face, a burning-enthusiasm, and a zeal that fired all

who came in contact with him. He specially longed to reach his boys, and

much of the time was spent praying for them by name. It did not take

long for his faith to be rewarded. Heathen boys came to the school

prayer meetings and broke down, convicted of sin, boys, Christian in name
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only, became converted. A wonderful change came over the whole
school. Boys who had been blessed already would be seen after school
hours walking with arms around the shoulders of friends, trying to win
them for Christ. They held prayer meetings in their dormitories every
evening, praying by name for those not yet won

;
they also had an early

morning prayer meeting in the school building. The two old Confucian
teachers could not withstand the influences by which they were surround-
ed, and made a public confession of Christ. With this new found love
for personal work and winning others, the thoughts of the boys were
turned towards the needs of the little children around them. They
organized a heathen Sunday School and filled the church to overflowing

with boys and girls off the crowded streets near by. Then an evange-
listic band was formed which had charge of the street preaching chapel

every Sunday afternoon. Great blessing also came to the girls’ school,

and the church. In telling of the past year’s blessings at Conference
time, this young missionary gave his testimony to the fact that all had
come as a result of that hour alone with God behind the boxes in the

attic.

If an hour a day spent in this way can accomplish so much, is it not

a sin on our part if we neglect to make time for it? Our whole spiritual

development depends on this hour, and the whole success of our work.
Sometimes in the home the mother may be kept from active work by the

care of little ones, or ill health. It is a comfort for her to know that by
taking this hour a day, praying for the work she loves she may be able

to do more than in any other way.

When there are children in the home, family prayers should be
conducted with consideration for their understandings. When they are

small, Bible stories told in simple language can be read with explanations

by the ^father. Questions should be asked to see if the story and its

lessons are understood
;
children’s hymns should be sung and prayer

offered in simple language which the little ones can understand. This is

the one time during the day that the busy father has time for training his

little ones, as a rule, and they will look forward to it with pleasure and
enjoyment as they would not to more formal worship. In our own
home Hurlburt's book of Bible stories was always used in this way with

great success.

When the children are older and the Bible itself takes it’s place in

family worship, they should still be considered, and portions read which

they can understand. If explanations are given it will make the worship

of far greater value and less formality.

When the children are old enough to read daily Scripture lessons

for themselves, they should be taught the importance of the daily quiet

time alone with God. It has been the custom in our family to observe

the fifteen minutes before breakfast as “ quiet time.” If possible each

member of the family goes to a different room, and undisturbed has his

reading and prayer. If there are two in a room there must be absolute

silence between them during this time. The younger ones not yet able

to read may quietly look through a well illustrated book of Bible pictures,
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or a life of Christ. One used in this way in our family has some
fifty beautiful colored pictures of the life of Christ. If the pictures have
all been thoroughly explained by the mother, seeing them again will brirfg

her words to mind.

Every mother should plan for at least one quiet talk with her

children all together once a week. They should be encouraged to tell

their little difficulties and perplexities. As life opens up before them there

are many things they want to have explained, and the mother who sets

herself lovingly and sympathetically to help them to an understanding will

be richly rewarded by the close link of companionship which results.

The children learn to value these talks with mother, and ask for them
often. They will come of their own accord and ask for a private talk,

which the mother is only too happy to give. Bedtime is the time when
these little talks are most valued. After the little ones are in bed, if

mother can come and have a talk in the dark, it is easier to make some
little confession, or to tell of something which is troubling. It is surpris-

ing what matters come to light at these times. Perhaps a victory has

been gained over a besetting sin, and the good news has to be confided to

mother, or some failure has saddened the little heart. One little girl

thinks that heaven cannot be a very nice place to live in, because of the

awful animals which are said to be there. Or perhaps she confesses to

loving some little boy, and wants to know if it is wrong. Then the

mother can tell her own love story, and set high ideals before the little

one. And ever in these talks the spiritual development of her little

ones will have the first place. She will pray with them, and guide them
in their prayer life. When there is a small boy in the family the father

must do his part in his training by making a companion of him as far as

possible, and by having quiet talks with him.

When there are little ones in the family the Mother should always

consider it her first duty to care for them. My own mother, the only

Christian woman in the Chinese city where my parents opened work, felt

deeply the needs of the women around her, but had a large family of

little ones. An older missionary comforted her by the assurance that

she could do the most good by training her children to become mission-

aries, and setting an example of a Christian home. She put her children

first. We were never left to the care of natives, yet she managed to have

mothers’ meetings in the home and personal talks with the many visitors.

We children all started church going at a month old, and never stayed

away except for sickness. As we grew old enough to understand we
were told that we could help by being examples to the other children,

and that thought kept us from wiggling many a time when the hard

benches made our little backs ache. As a result the Chinese women
were encouraged to bring their children to church and our home life

became an example copied by many. Now my Mother at the age of

sixty ha& five children on the mission field with their husbands and
wives, and three more preparing to come. With forty years of experi-

ence and work back of her she is still strong and well, and carrying on
the work.
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There are many forms of work the missionary mother can take up
in her own home without neglecting her children. She can conduct
Sunday School teacher’s classes, etc. but perhaps her best work will be the

conducting of mothers’ meetings. She will find this will bring her nearer

to the women than almost any service. Especially if she can gather the

wives of the preachers and help them to shoulder their responsibilities

more effectively. She will also have many opportunities for personal work
with those who come to the home to see her husband. No missionary

mother with little ones need feel that she is shut off from the work, but
her home must be the centre of her activities. As the children grow
older and attend school, she can fit in other work outside the home while

they are away.

A young missionary mother in China lay in her casket. She had
had a large family of little ones, and their care had prevented her from
attempting any active missionary work outside the home, but to the

surprise of her husband, thousands thronged to pay their last respects to her

memory, showing every sign of deep sorrow. One after another they told

him that some little personal words spoken by her in the home as op-

portunity presented, had been the means of their conversion, or had been

the help and inspiration of their lives. She had not neglected her home
duties, but made her home the centre of her missionary activity. By so

doing she accomplished far more than she or her husband ever dreamed.

There will be the same results with all who use this method.

However busy the missionary’s life may be, family worship with the

servants must not be neglected. Perhaps much of the trouble with

servants is traceable to the lack of this. Our servants are usually

Christians when they come to us, and we are responsible for their spirit-

ual development along with that of the other members of the family. If

they are not Christians, family worship time gives an opportunity for their

instruction. Our servants are under great temptation in our homes,

temptations to “ squeeze ” when handling money, or to pilfer from our

seeming abundance of luxuries. We must do all that we can to fortify

them against these temptations. Our cook has been in the family ten

years, the “ boy ” eight. I believe that family prayers has had a large

part in helping them to develop into the fine faithful workers and friends

that they have become.
It is the duty and privilege of the mother to provide for the

physical wants of her family, but of far greater importance is it for her to

supply the spiritual needs of her little home flock. May each one of us

who are parents, knowing the Source of our strength, be roused to

shoulder our responsibilities more effectively.

Edith M. Deming.
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THINGS KOREAN.
I. FOLK LORE.

The Magic Ox-cure.

A wealthy country gentleman whom we will call Mr. Cho, tiring of

the otium cum dignitante of provincial life and wishing to throw himself

into the vortex of official activity, came up to Seoul and became the ante-

room loafer and flatterer in general of one of the highest dignitaries in

the land. Morning and evening he inquired assiduously after his patron’s

health and backed up his words with frequent and costly gifts. Of
course, this began to tell upon his finances and after ten years of per-

severance, he received word from his family in the country that he was
bankrupt and that as his family was about to die of starvation they must
write and let him know.

This disclosure aroused Mr. Cho to anger against the official who
had so long accepted his gifts with complacency but had never suggested

any equivalent in the shape of a government position. He hurried to the

official’s house and explained that, as his property was all gone, he must
return to his shattered home and starving family.

“ Very well,” replied the efficial, “ Of course you will consult your
own convenience.” This made Cho’s anger burn seven times hot. He
stalked from the room and posted to his country place vowing that he

would find some way to bring the unfeeling official to terms.

Arrived at his ancestral village he found that his family had given

up the spacious mansion he had formerly owned and were living, or

rather dying, in a wretched straw-thatched hovel. It was necessary to

raise some money and so he started out for a distant town where his

fourth cousin lived, in order to negotiate a small loan.

As he was on his way he was overtaken by a severe storm. He
looked all about but could see no shelter anywhere. He struggled on,

looking to right and left through the pouring rain, and at last sighted a

little cottage among the trees. At the door he called out to the good-

man of the house, but these was no reply. The house was not deserted,

for he saw a thin line of smoke issuing from the chimney. He shouted

’aloud, and at last an old woman appeared at the door and questioned

who it was that so rudely demanded entrance, though uninvited. When
the bedraggled Cho explained the situation, the woman relented and let

him in. There was but one stone-floored room, but this she gave up to

him with good grace and went about preparing him a nice supper, after

which he lay down and fell asleep.

How long he had slept he could not tell, when he awoke with a

start at the sound of a man's voice who was asking of the woman gruffly ;

“ What time is it, anyway? I must get off to the market early, with that

ox,”—whereupon the couple entered Cho’s room, the man carrying four

sticks, and the woman a halter. The farmer dragged the bedclothes off

his guest, bestrode his chest and began to belabor him with the sticks,

while the woman fastened the halter around his neck. He was then
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dragged out of the room, but to his horror he found himself going on
four legs and when he tried to speak he could only low like an ox.
When one of his horns caught against the doorpost he learned that he
had indeed been transformed into a four-footed beast and was being
taken to market. To say that he was experiencing a new sensation

would be to put it very mildly indeed.

At the market town he was herded with a drove of cattle, among
which he was the largest and fattest, and consequently there were many
eager buyers, but the farmer asked such a high price that none of them
could buy. At last a burly butcher came to terms with the farmer, and
poor Mr. Cho found that he was being led away to slaughter.

As fate would have it, the butcher was of a bibulous temperament
and when they came to a wine shop, the ox was tied to a stake while the

butcher indulged in the flowing bowl. So copiously did the latter drink

that he forgot all about the animal. Mr. Cho stood waiting for hours

but his master did not appear. Just over the hedge, to the right, was a

field of succulent turnips, which to the bovine nostrils of Mr. Cho
proved as tempting as the wine had proved to the butcher.

Mr. Cho had a ring through his nose which was very awkward, but

at last he managed to get loose from the stake and, crowding through

the hedge, he pulled a turnip and began to munch it. After the first bite

a curious sensation overtook him, and he began to have an overmaster-

ing desire to stand on his hind legs only. A thrill went through him

from tail to horns, and in another instant he found himself an ox no

longer, but the same old two legged Cho as of old. This was eminently

satisfactory, and the satisfaction was doubled when, coming through the

hedge into the road, a befuddled butcher asked him if he had seen a

loose ox anywhere. He assured the purveyor of beef that he had not,

and walked away toward home pondering upon this rather unusual

occurrence.

Suddenly he stood stock still in the road, uttered an exclamation of

triumph, slapped his thigh and hurried forward with his mind evidently

made np.

“ Sticks and turnips, sticks and turnips !
” he repeated over and over

again as if it were a magic formula. He kept straight on till night over-

took him near the very house which had witnessed his metamorphosis.

He called out again, as before, and was similarly received, but instead

of sleeping, he arose in the night and sneaked about the premises until he

found the four sticks and secured them with which the work had been

done. He followed this larceny with a silent and speedy departure,

not toward his home but toward Seoul still muttering in his beard,

“ Sticks and turnips, sticks and turnips !

”

Of course he knew the ins and outs of the official s house which

he had haunted for ten long fruitless years, and as it was summer time

and very hot, all the windows were open. Thus he had no difficulty in

marking down his prey, whom he found sleeping profoundly. Cho knelt

beside the recumbent form and taking only two of the sticks began
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tapping very gently upon the sleeper but not hard enough to awaken
him. By the dim light of the moon he soon saw two horns grow out of

the sleeper’s head and his two hands gradually turn into hoofs. This

was enough,—so he arrested the operation at this point and silently

departed.

When the morning came there were hurryings to and fro and whis-

pered consultations in that high official’s house. A celebrated physician

came hurrying up in his two man chair and disappeared within the house.

On a distant hill a devil shrine awoke to life at the howlings and twist-

ings of a mudang who was begging the imps in frenzied terms to lift their

heavy hands from the person of a high official.

However, there was no relief. The great man sat there dumb as a

brute with two great horns protruding from his forehead, and his two
hands turned into homy hoofs.

At this juncture Mr. Cho appeared upon the scene, announcing that

he had just come from the country, and when told of the terrible afflic-

tion of his former patron, expressed the utmost concern. Admitted to

the chamber of the official he inquired what had been done for him. He
learned that physicians had exhausted their skill and that, at the instance

of the lady of the house, mudangs had done their best but all to no
avail.

Mr. Cho assumed a mysterious air and asserted there was one

remedy that had been left untried and that he was sure it would prove

effective. He promised to secure some of it and hurried away. Purch-

asing a turnip at the corner grocery, he cut it up fine, macerated it and
dried it into a powder. Late in the afternoon he returned to the official’s

house and in the presence of the family administered the potent drug.

An instant later the two horns were seen to recede slowly into the cranium

of the patient and the hoofs to change their form, and at last all trace of

the bestial metamorphosis had been wiped out. The official’s voice came
back and he joined with the rest of the family in heaping thanks upon
Mr. Cho. If anyone supposes that his reward ended with mere thanks

he will make a grievous mistake. Honors poured in upon him, peysil

unlimited and kvuansry without alloy.

Korea Review.

II. I IN A KOREAN INN.

“ Landlady ! Landlady !
” calls a voice from the room across the

court where a party of peddlers are preparing to spend the night. “ What
do you want? ” “ Did you light a fire under this floor to-day.” “ Yes,

of course.” “ Certainly,” says another peddler loud enough for the

landlady to hear, “ she used icicles for kindlings and lit a snow ball.”

No reply from the Landlady—that’s unusual.

The rice has been placed on the trays with legs on them and has

been carried over to the peddlers. One of the peddlers calls out :
“ There

a“re stores in this rice, look out for your teeth.” Tick, tick, go the stores

blown from the lips against the paper door so the Landlady can hear
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them. The paper is stretched like a drum. No reply from the landlady,

Bang goes a wooden block used as a pillow against the slats of the door.
“ Whats the matter with you low down peddlers. Why are you throw-
ing the pillows around?” “That wasn’t a pillow. I only blew a stone

out of the rice against the door. What do you want us to do with them,
build you a house ?

”

A drunken man bothers us all the while my supper is being prepared.

He is sure he will “do the doctrine ” if I will cure his sore leg.

After supper another drunken man in the next house gets into a fight

with his wife and his beating her makes their child cry out in fright. No
one interferes. What business is it of theirs. Being young and foolish

I pick up my cane and start towards the low wall. Providentially, just

as I arrive there something happens inside the house and he stops his wife-

beating. A very penitent looking man with a big bruise on his cheek
came to our meeting in the inn the next morning. I suspect his wife

needs a new ironing stick.

To return to the night before :

I spread my cot and lie down for a quiet night. They begin gambl-

ing in the next room—a paper door five feet from my head separates us,

but the paper is partly gone. Later on I am awakened by loud words.

The innkeeper’s wife has helped herself to fifty cents from the pile of a

.young gambler and he declares he owed her only forty. .That keeps them
going nearly an hour.

Then after a quiet spell some one comes back to say that he had

lost all he had gambling in another inn, would they lend him a dollar, he

would be a dog’s son if he did not pay it back in the morning. No sound

of money rattling. Every once in a while the dog hears the noise or

smells me and barks loudly just outside my door. Then the baby in the

next room cried. Later on the innkeeper and his wife feel the need of

a smoke and light the lamp. They fall into such a loud discussion that I

ask them to be quiet. That makes the innkeeper mad—for there

is a limit even to a Korean innkeeper’s patience. So he blows the light

out before his wife is ready and she has some lengthy and pointed remarks

to make about that. And so it keeps up. off and on, till morning.

However, we had two good meetings in the inn during the morning

and a good talk with the innkeeper and his wife. Not all inns and

villages are so bad. This is a paper manufacturing village and they have

too much ready money. We are trying to start a church among them.

Pray for the effort.

F. S. Miller.
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NOTES AND PERSONALS.
Those who have not already heard of it will be interested and pleased to

learn of the engagement of Rev. M. Willis Greenfield and Miss Anne Rae Mills.

i

The friends in Seoul on November 19th, rejoiced with Rev. and Mrs. J. L.

Gerdine on the birth of a son, Joseph Lumpkin Gerdine, Jr. and on the following

day wept with the stricken parents because the Lord had taken away the little one

from their sight and embraces unto His own. We are sure their fellow missionaries

in Korea and the friends at home will lovingly remember these sorrowing parents

in their prayers.

Mr. George A. Gregg, educational director of the Seoul Y.M.C.A., left Seou!

for his well earned furlough, Monday Jan. 3rd, 1916. Probably no foreigner in

Seoul has more friends than has Mr. Gregg for the reason that to know him is to

love him and to know him better is to love him more, though with char acteristic

modesty he insists that all he asks of his friends is that they will not tell the truth

about him. We understand that Mrs. Gregg (the violincello) accompanies him.

Rev. A. E. Lucas recently engaged in Y.M.C.A. work in Japan has come over to

Seoul to man the post hitherto occupied by Mr. Gregg, during the latter’s absence.

Mrs. Wm. M. Baird arrived in Yokohama in December last in a dangerously

ill condition. She was met at the steamer by her husband and taken to a hospital

in that city where she is resting and being treated and hopes soon to be able to

reach Korea.

Alt friends cognizant of these facts have been smitten with grief and, in prayer,

have been holding up dear Mrs. Baird and her husband.

ANNOUNCEMENT RE LANGUAGE SCHOOL.

The Federal Council Committee on Language School has canvassed, as in-

structed, the Missionary body as to prospective attendance on a Language School

next summer and begs to announce that the replies to the letter of inquiry do not

warrant efforts to revive the School and so the committee will not attempt to

organize such a school this coming year but hopes that language classes may be

held at Sorai Beach and Wonsan during the summer months.

In behalf of the committee,

C. F. Bernheisel.
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NEW BOOKS NOW READY.
The KOREAN RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY begs to announce the

addition of a number of important NEW PUBLICATIONS to their list, for which

they are now ready to execute orders.

NEW KOREAN BOOKS.

“ROBERTS’ RULES OF ORDER ” ^ £|ig._afl.A. condensed and

translated by Yun Chi Ho and Dr. Gale. Limp cloth

do. do. do. Leather limp

“ NOTES ON ANTHROPOLOGY ” by Dr. Reynolds
“ THE THREE-FOLD SECRET OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ” by J. H.

McConkey. trans. by Pres. Publication Fund ... 122 pp.

“ THE SACRAMENTS” by Messrs. Lyall and Macrae. Deals

with Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Pres. Publication Fund. 22 pp.

“ NORMAL OUTLINES OF BIBLE PIISTORY ” by Bishop Hurst Jg

trans. by Dr. Follwell. Second revised edition. Two colored

maps HO pp.

“ HOUSEHOLD MANAGEMENT ” 7J.ig 6|
Jg c>_ by Kim Yi Kwan.

22 pp.
u TOOLS FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS” 3E by Rev.

S. A. Beck and Yi Ik Chai. Adapted from “ Suppose ”
;
contains proof

texts and many suggestions for personal workers 12 pp.

“THOUGHTS ON PRAYER” by Rev. T. Barrett. Trans,

by Rev. F. S. Miller 34 pp.

.25

.65

.08

.25

•03

.18

.04

.02

.04

NEW JAPANESE PUBLICATIONS.

SHEET-TRACTS, 15 sen per hundred as follows:—

“ God ”
;
“ Man ”

;
“ Sin ”

;
“ Christ ”

;
“ Salvation ”

;
“ Eternal Life ”

;

“Christianity in Japan.”

“ THE ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIANITY ” by Rev. H. Kozaki ... .01

« LOYALTY AND FILIAL PIETY ” by Bishop Hiraiwa 03

“CHRISTIANITY AND BUDDHISM” by T. Tanaka, M.A 04
u THE VICTORY OF LIFE” by F. W. Raymond 10

“ THE CPIRISTIAN FAITH ” by Rev. K. Takemoto 10

LIVING TEACHERS” by Margaret Slattery 15

“ THE HISTORIC JESUS ” by David Smith, D.D 30

“ THE MANHOOD OF THE MASTER ” by H. E. Fosdick 6n

KOREAN RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY,

CHONG -NO, SEOUL,GERALD BONWICK, General Secretary.
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„ GARAGE.”

SEOUL GARAGE
AND SALES CO.

Te,

2
p
i

h

8

VULCANIZING, RETREADING AND ALL KINDS OF

„ REPAIR WORK,

Ruberoid and other products of the Standard Paint Co., N.Y.

Kahn Systems of re-inforced Concrete

.

Trus. Con. Lavatories products.

Waterproofing, Dampproofing Technical Paints.

Goodrich Rubber Co.

Emil Caiman, Mfgr. Varnishes and Enamels.

We Carry in Stock 28 x 3 Safety Tread Tyres and
Tubes for Goodrich Motor Cycle.

Gar© for Rent Day or

W. W. TAYLOR, 60 Hasegmva.Cho, SEOUL.

Insure your Houses and Goods against loss by fire!!!

THE HEW ZEALAHD INSURANCE Co, Ltd.

AGENTS FOR CHOSEN.
L. RONDON & Co., Seoul.

Travel and Tours in the Far East by Rail or Steamers, and to

the principal Capitals of Europe in TWELVE DAYS by the

GREAT TRANS-SIBERIAN
Information and tickets supplied by

L. RONDON & Co., Seoul, Agents.

Are you going to any point in America across the Pacific? We
shall be pleased to give you any information and provide you with the

necessary tickets.

Agents for the

TOVO KISBN
L. RONDON & Co.
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THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY
CARRY A PULL STOCK OF

Korean, Mixed Script, Chinese, Japanese and English Scriptures,

and raised characters for the Blind. Scriptures in other languages
supplied on order.

We are ready to furnish Scriptures to Missionaries for sale or can
furnish money for the support of colporteurs and Bible women.

SEND FOR TRICE LIST OR BETTER

Call at the BIBLE HOUSE.
Make this your headquarters while in Seoul.

Y.M.C.-2L. BUILDING, Telegraphic Address

:

Chong No. “ BIBLES” SEOUL.

3ES1. !EHQ2?tfIDO & Oo.,
COAL MERCHANTS,

SEOUL.
Special Agents for South Manchurian Hallway Co.

(Coal Sales Dept.)

Forwarding Agents for Goods by Land and Sea .

Mining Supplies a Speciality .

. t

Special Terms to Missionaries.

Telephone No. 835. 1-chome, Gishudori, SEOUL.

(OPPOSITE STANDARD OIL Co.)

LADIES' & GENTLEMEN'S
TAILOR & GENERAL OUTFITTER.

dust, removed to larger A great variety of Cloth

NEW PREMISES in Stock to be

next to Ghosen Hotel. sold by the yard.

2 Chome, Hase^ai^a Cho,

Telephone No. 971. SEOUL.



THE KOREA MISSION FIELD. IV

In. T. MliMUM, DJ.
Graduate of Penn. Dental College.

Dental Work of Every Description.

OFFICE HOURS: 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.

Hon Maehi, Sanchome,

SEOUL, KOREA.
_„.a. CHARGES MODERATE.

CO
SEOUL BRANCH

:

HONMACHI 'Z C1rS.0-m.-Ei, SEOUL.
(CHIN KOKAI.)

GROCERS & GENERAL MERCHANTS
TELEPHONE Transfer Account (Furikae Chokin)

Nos. 212 and 1722. Keijo No. 44.

* Orders from the interior will be attended to promptly, special

attention being paid to packing and safe delivery.

THE DAI-ICHI GINKO, L™
(FORMERLY THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF JAPAN.)

ESTABLISHED 1873.

CAPITAL, Subscribed

„ Paid Up
RESERVE FUND ...

DEPOSITS

Yen 21,500,000

„ 18,437,500

„ 9,250,000

„ 87,000,000

HEAD OFFICE: TOKYO.

SEOUL BRANCH: HONMACHI 2-CHOME.
Tel. Nos. 11, 611 & 2317.
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THE BANK OF CHOSEN.
(FORMERLY THE BANK OF KOREA)

Capital Paid up Yen 10,000,000

GOVERNOR.
K. SHODA, Esq.

DIRECTORS.
R. MIZUKOSHI, Esq., T. MISHIMA, Esq., Y. KIMURA, Esq.

HEAD OFFICE, SEOUL
TELEPHONE Nos. 331, 332, 1260, 1261, 1613.

BRANCHES:
KOREAN BRANCHES

Chemulpo, Pyongyang, Wonsan, Taiku, Fusan, Chinnampo
Kunsan, IVIokpo, IVlasan, Shinwiju, Hoilyong, Ranam.

MANCHURIAN BRANCHES

Antung, Mukden, Dairen, Chang-chun.

HOME BRANCHES
Tokyo, Osaka.

Every description of general banking and exchange business

transacted.
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The Indispensable Ally of Missionary Societies

is

THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN

BIBLE SOCIETY,

It provides the Scriptures in every great

tongue of mankind, besides several hundred

lesser languages and dialects of the world.

Its organized channels of circulation ramify

far and wide. It has experienced agents in

fifty different States, and maintains depots in

nearly a hundred of the chief cities of the earth.

Its KOREA AGENCY provides Scriptures

in all the languages spoken in the Empire and

its staff of 200 Bible-men and women circulated

743,809 volumes of the Holy Scriptures during

1915.

It relies upon lovers of the Bible for that

support which it urgently needs.

Gifts for the Society’s work may be sent

to the Agent in Seoul, Mr. Hugh Miller, or

to the Secretaries,

146 Queen Victoria Street,

LONDON.
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